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Hey Changemakers!
A Letter from the Planning Committee

OVERVIEW

We are so excited you are interested in applying to the 2019 Teen Action Fair at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Discovery Center!
This event is a celebration of youth-driven change organized for youth by youth. The theme of the 2019 Teen Action
Fair is “Starts With You(th).” This is a reminder of the power each one of us has to make a difference as well as a
recognition of the unique role youth play in creating positive social change across the world. We strongly believe
events like the Teen Action Fair create spaces for a much needed dialogue about the importance of youth-driven
change as well as platform to amplify the voices of young change-makers across our region.
The event will feature school clubs, youth performers, youth-led organizations, youth boards, and youth-serving
organizations. This is an opportunity for you and your organization to share the good work you’ve done to make a
difference, connect with other young change-makers, and inspire others to take action. Over the years, we’ve met
many incredible teens while they present at this event - they are advocates for social justice, the environment, access
to education, clean water, safe school communities, global health, gender equality, immigrant rights, LGBTQ rights,
and much more. While they are all involved with different organizations, what they share in common is a passion for
doing good in their communities, an impatient optimism, and a commitment to building a more just world.
Lastly, we encourage you to use this toolkit. It contains some great tips and ideas to help you with your application
andplan for your booth set up at the Teen Action Fair. We are looking forward to hear from you and learn about all the
fantastic work you are doing in your local and global community.
Let’s keep making a difference!
The 2018-2019 Youth Ambassadors
Teen Action Fair Planning Committee
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APPLICATION
The Basics
How to A pply
We invite you to consider the following steps to submit an
application for the 2019 Teen Action Fair:
1. Set a Timeline for Applying. Keep in mind we accept
applications online on a rolling basis until our deadline
of January 14th, 2019.
2. Review the Application. We encourage you to
review the application with a couple people from your
organization, club, or program.
3. Brainstorm Ideas for Your Presentation. A key to
submitting a successful application is to remember this
is a resource fair style event that will be attended by
1,500 visitors. This is why we invite applicants to think
creatively about how they can engage their audience at
this event. See page 4 for details on what we provide
each group and page 5 for examples of previous
presentations.
4. Submit Your Application Online. We encourage you
to work as a group to answer all the questions. You
can submit your application by going to this link: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/2019TAFapplicaiton
• Questions? Also, let us know if you have any questions
or need additional information. Contact: Deborah.
Sepulveda@gatesfoundation.org
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APPLICATION

About the Event
What to Expect
If selected, we’ll provide your group/organization with the
following:
• Table Space (some organizations will share a table,
while others may have a 6’ table), plus chairs, linens, and
table covers.
• Sing: Letter-size text panel with the name of your
organization.
• Name Tags: Available for each participant of your group.
• Event T-Shirts: For up to four members of your group.
• Snacks: Morning coffee, juice, and snacks.
• Networking Event: Invitation to participate in networking
event with other young changemakers.
Rules for Use of Space:
• No food or drink allowed in the Discovery Center.
This includes candy. We will have a separate space
designated for snacks and lunch.
• No activities can use “wet media” including paint, ink
(pens are ok) or glitter.
• We can’t provide access to electricity to all groups.
Priority will be given to groups that need access to
electricity for their presentation (this doesn’t include
laptops or tablets). We’ll have a charging station for
laptops and tablets.

Event Details:
• When: March 23rd, 2019 - from 10am to 3pm
• Where: Gates Foundation Discovery Center
• What: Youth-driven organizations, music, art
displays, performances, hands-on activities,
and inspiring speakers/presenters!
More Details:
• About Your Booth: This is a resource
fair style event (imagine a market/festival
for positive social change) so you will be
presenting several times to small groups of
people.
• Promote the Event: We’ll send you posters
and other marketing materials to help us
promote the event.
• Pictures/Video: We’ll be taking pictures and
video throughout the event. This is why we’ll
ask all participants to fill out a media release
form.
• Take Action Workshop: This will also be a
great opportunity for youth to learn about our
summer take action workshops and other
opportunities to get involved with programs
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APPLICATION
Inspire Action
Planning Your Booth S et Up
The following are a few examples of previous year’s
displays to inspire you think about your booth set up.

Sustainability Ambassadors
This organization “empowers youth to become catalyst for
community sustainability.” At the Teen Action Fair, they invited
visitors to draw a community map to better understand the
intersection of issues impacting sustainability in their communities.

Clear Sky Native Youth Leaders
These youth shared a mural they created to represent their
experiences and their solidarity with the Water is Live movement in
Standing Rock. They shared information about their organization,
raise awareness, and invited participants to learn more about the
importance of art and youth voice.
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TIP: Make it to Stand Out
Make your display different. Consider using art,
interactive activities, and/or include something that is
unique about your organization or club.
TIP: Offer Opportunities to Take Action
Provide tangible opportunities to take action like
volunteering, donating, raising awareness, or
attending an event.

APPLICATION
TIP: Make it Interactive
Create an interactive game, quiz, or experience to test the knowledge of visitors,
evoke curiosity, and/or promote empathy.
TIP: Get to Know Other Organizations
Take the time to network with other young changemakers and get to know their
organizations. This is how collaboration, solidarity, and collective impact starts!

Birthday Dreams
This amazing organization provides birthday parties for children
and youth experiencing homelessness At the fair, their booth
included a display board, and gave visitors the chance to create
birthday party bags to be distributed at one of the parties they host
for youth in poverty.

TIP: Share & Gain Knowledge/Skills
Inform visitors about the issue/s you are working to
address and also ask visitors to share information
with you (consider asking about their perspectives
or experiences with an issue).
TIP: Invite Audience to Make Something
Showcase your art or let others create art. Drawing
or creating maps or other visuals is a great way to
analyze issues and raise awareness.

COFIA
This organization connects high school students to different
cultures, provides youth leadership development opportunities,
and promotes global awareness and solidarity. Their booth invited
visitors to learn about different cultures via games, empathy
activities, and trivia to better understand the experiences of people
living in other countries, like Uganda.
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